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Endoscopic-assisted resection of BSCMs achieves high 
gross total resection with acceptable complication rates 

and durable short-term disease control.

• Skull base epidermoid cysts: rare, benign, but technically 
challenging lesions

• Morbidity arises from cranial nerve and brainstem 
compression

• Gross total resection (GTR) desired, often limited by 
adherence to critical neurovascular structures

• Outcomes vary across centers → need pooled evidence 
to guide practice

1. Endoscopic-assisted BSCM surgery shows high 
resection rates and durable disease control in 
limited available data

2. Main postoperative concerns: CN deficits and CSF 
leak → emphasizes careful selecƟon + meƟculous 
reconstruction

3. Findings are consistent across studies, but evidence 
base remains small

4. Larger multicenter prospective series needed to:
1. refine patient selection
2. standardize functional outcome measures
3. validate long-term benefit of endoscopic 

assistance

•.

1. 3 studies, 29 patients; mean follow-up 28.4 months
2. GTR: 96% (95% CI 83–100)
3. Subtotal resection: 7%
4. New/worsened CN deficits: 19% (95% CI 5–38)
5. Postoperative CSF leak: 22% (95% CI 0–58)
6. Recurrence/rebleed: 0 cases reported during follow-up
7. Perioperative mortality: low through last follow-up
8. Most patients demonstrated neurologic improvement 

and retained functional independence
9. Minimal heterogeneity across outcomes (consistent 

reporting despite small sample)
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